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An opposing view 

Conspiracy theories 
are well grounded 






MELBOURNE VILLAGE, 
Fla. — Questions? Of course, 
there are questions: Was there 
a conspiracy? Was there a cov- 
er-up? 

The answer is “yes” to both. 
They sit in the shadows of my 
mind — unanswered and un- 
settling in the doubts they raise 
about what really happened 
that fateful day in Dallas. 

Visceral reaction? Perhaps. 
But it is no surprise that a re- 
cent poll shows that two-thirds 
of the nation shares my restless 
ruminations. 

Twenty-plus years in the 
Foreign Service have inured 
me to the reality of words like 
conspiracy and cover-up. Un- 
fortunately, they will not be 
found in the 2^-pound, 366- 
page Warren Commission re- 
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crime-connected nightclub 
owner who shot Oswald, mere- 
ly an impassioned patriot en- 
raged by visions of a shattered 
Camelot? Didn't Oswald also 
meet with Mafia members? 

► Was there a “cover-up?” 
Possibly. Many government 
employees could, if they 
would, tell how they took part 
or knew about cover-ups in ev- 
erything from cost overruns to 
gone-awry operations that end- 
ed in massive losses of money 
and blood. 

But USA TODAY readers 

port Its purpose was to close don't need such stories to ex- 
the case, so it dealt with nei- P !ain wh Y they wonder about 



ther question — leaving the na- 
tion to wonder and to doubt. 

► Was there a conspiracy? 
Probably. The questions sim- 
ply will not go away: 

Was there a gunman in front 
of the caravan? The 1979 
House Select Committee on As- 
sassinations reported that was 
a “high probability.” 

How else to explain: Police 
running toward the knoll; eye- 
witness accounts of a fleeing 
man; the president’s head 
snapping back from a bullet 
fired from front when Lee Har- 
vey Oswald's three rounds 
were from above and behind; 
author David Ufton’s Best Evi- 
dence saying that — to hide the 
evidence — someone restruc- 



govemment and cover-up. All 
they need is a library, time and 
a list 

The battleship Maine. 

Pearl Harbor. 

Veteran deaths from the 
first atomic bomb; Agent Or- 
ange. 

Gulf of Tonkin. 

Cambodia bombing. 

Air America, drugs. 

CIA, DEA, White House, 
Noriega, drugs. 

Watergate. 

Irangate. 

The 1980 election and the 
Tehran hostages release. 

President Carter’s briefing 
book, GOP. 

Grenada invasion, U.S. mili- 
tary communications, U.S. 



tured the president s head deaths from friendly fire, 
wound prior to autopsy, citing Challenger, causes, deaths, 

and more — a whole lifetime 
of unanswered questions. 

But in the death of John Fitz- 
gerald Kennedy 25 years ago 
today, no question is more 
hauntingly alive now than, 
“Why?” 



FBI agents who saw evidence 
of surgery Dallas doctors say 
they did not do? 

Was the killing a tit-for-tat 
Cuban reaction to CIA/Mafia 
attempts to kill Fidel Castro? 
Was Jack Ruby, the organized 



